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and sensitive to a degree. After his retirement he
suffered much from gastric trouble, and finally
underwent an operation,, from the effects of which he
did not recover. He died on gth February 1939.

His students knew his great gifts as a teacher, but
he published very little. The volume of selections
from Pope which I have mentioned and a Book of
Ballads in which I collaborated were all the books
that appeared in his life-time,, though he also con-
tributed two articles on Sir George Mackenzie and
one on 'Scot or Wyatt?' to the Scots Magazine.
But he left behind him the MSS. of two important
works. One is the treatise now printed, which grew
out of his thesis for the Doctorate of Letters. He
worked over it at intervals for the rest of his life,
remodelling it and enriching it as his knowledge of
literature increased. Chapter VIII. as here printed
was re-written four times, the last time within a few
weeks of his death. The last two chapters never
received his final touches. The other manuscript is
of a different kind. For thirty years Dr. Soutar spent
much of his leisure in wandering about in Angus
and the Mearns, picking up Scots words and phrases,
out of which he meant to compile a Glossary of
Angus and Mearns Scots. When the project for a
Scottish National Dictionary took shape he put ,his
material at the editor's disposal; but all his slips,
carefully docketed, are now in safe keeping in Uni-
versity College Library, and I hope that local
patriotism will some day make it possible to carry
out his intention. The result will be a unique con-
tribution to Scots lexicography, for many of the words
and phrases that he collected are already ceasing
to be heard on the lips of men. But whatever be the
fate of his books, George Soutar will long be re-
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